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Approaches to producing organic rapeseed
crops in Scotland

Problem

Applicability box
Organic rapeseed is a niche crop in the UK. Agro-
nomic knowledge is limited, and farmers need to de-

velop their own approaches to growing the crop.
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A group of Scottish farmers are collaborating to de-
velop viable approaches to growing reliable organic
rapeseed crops, including the use of intercropping.

Context
Organic rapeseed in Scotland

Benefits

The collaborative approach enables peer-to-peer learning of positive and negative experiences through
facilitated discussion. Collating and sharing this information can help future decision making.

Practical recommendations

Facilitated collaboration can support knowledge exchange to better understand organic rapeseed produc-
tion and intercropping potential (Picture 1). Trust within the group needs to be built up over time to encour-
age open and frank discussion of ideas.

Recommendations for organic rapeseed:

e Growing rapeseed after grass-clover and FYM use can help fertility & reduce weed issues.
e Use high vigour, disease & pod shatter resistance varieties.

e Sow early (e.g., early August in Scotland). Autumn sown varieties are generally preferred.
e Organically approved slug pellets may be useful.

¢ Swathing then combining is preferred, but direct harvesting can work.

e Drying needs care (~ 9% MC).

e Seed sorting likely to be required.

e Early grazing or multiple light cultivations can reduce volunteers.

Crop mixes:

e Intercropping with spring cereals or legumes, e.g., fenugreek may help reduce flea beetle damage.
e Intercropping with clovers or vetch may also confuse pest species and fix N to aid soil and crop

fertility.
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Picture 1. Farmer members of the intercropping group discussing a crop of organic oilseed rape with vetch, fenugreek, berseem
clover and buckwheat sown to help fertility and control flea beetle (Robin Walker, Dec 2025)

Further information

Video
o Marketing organic intercropped rapeseed oil in Scotland (YouTube in English)

Further readings

o https://www.fas.scot/article/organic-oilseed-rape-production-in-scotland/
o https://www.fas.scot/downloads/organic-oilseed-rape-in-scotland-a-technical-quide/
Weblinks

o https://www.or-ganic.co.uk/
o Check the Organic Farm Knowledge Platform for more practical recommendations.
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